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  بسم الله الرحمان الرحيم
In the Name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
 Your Excellency Minister Ahmed TOUFIQ, 
 Sir Colin LUCAS,

  Mrs. Lynne BRINDLEY.
  Your Eminences, My Lords, Your Excellencies, Ladies and    Gentlemen 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you today, as guests of the Moroccan British Society, at this most prestigious institution:  The British Library.  Your presence at today’s event, organized by the MBS within the framework of the  SACRED exhibition is a source of pride and joy.
Established in 2003, the Moroccan British Society has been steadily  pursuing  its mission, which is  to provide means of all kinds likely to allow the Moroccan and the British peoples to acquire a better mutual understanding of their civilizations and cultures. The aim is to promote and foster their friendly relations and their cooperative ties in every domain.

To this end, the Moroccan British Society is proud to have established a Fellowship in Moroccan and Mediterranean Studies at St. Antony’s College at Oxford University.  The MBS and the Fellowship aim to contribute to better knowledge and understanding between our two nations and their larger environments.

In parallel, the MBS is developing the human resources that will become a sustained bridge between the peoples of Morocco and Great Britain, through the creation of a Scholarship Fund targeting top quality students and researchers. 

Building on the success of its partnership with Oxford University, the MBS embarked on its next project of promoting interfaith dialogue.  In this we were most fortunate to have found a partner in The British Library. We are delighted to have been part of the joint effort that resulted in today’s exquisite exhibition.
For the MBS, SACRED is the culmination of nearly three years of a continuous  effort between this venerable library, one of the most prestigious institutions of its kind in the world, and MBS as one of its partners.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Sir Colin LUCAS for accepting to co-host today's event with me.  This event will also be graced by the presence of Her Royal Highness Princess Alexandra, honorary member of the MBS, who will be joining us later during the viewing of the exhibition, and at the Moroccan reception that will follow.

I would also like to thank Mrs. Lynne BRINDLEY, the Curators and all the British Library's team for their most valuable contribution. Without their know-how and their commitment to this exceptional heritage of the sacred books, we would not have had the opportunity to admire the wonderful masterpieces on display for the next five months. 

The MBS partnership with The British Library, which started over three years ago with the sponsoring of the Feasibility Study, was made possible thanks to the generosity of its sponsors and the goodwill and hard work of its members and friends.  May I express here the MBS’s gratitude for their unfailing support.
Your Eminences, My Lords, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
 In these times when religious issues have become so central to international relations, the MBS is committed to encouraging inter-religious and spiritual dialogue, drawing its inspiration from a centuries-old alliance as well as a relation of mutual respect between our  two Kingdoms. 

The British library and the MBS have been honored by the Royal Patronages of H.M Mohammed VI King of Morocco and H.R.H Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh Head of the Three Faith Forum. 
The special status enjoyed by H.M the Queen as Head of the Anglican Church and H.M the King as Ameer Al-Mumineen, Commander of the Faithful, has opened avenues for continuous dialogue and relative co-existence among the religious communities within each of our two countries. 
 The Inter-faith round table  organized at the British Library two days ago provided an outstanding example of paths to follow in this endeavour today. 
 Your Eminences, My Lords, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen:

We are convinced that in today’s world, there exists a vital need to re-establish dialogue and restore mutual trust among the three monotheistic religions of the book. Moreover, we realize that shared values, common to these religions, transcend the theological nuances of our spiritual pluralism; a better understanding of what we share can help us better accept and respect what differentiates us..

Motivated by these considerations, the MBS has planned with the British Library a series of lectures, concerts, workshops and visits during the exhibition. Moroccan students, Imams, Morshidats- in- training, professors and artists will visit this exhibition, to meet and engage in dialogue with their counterparts here in the UK.

The MBS is delighted that  HE Prof. Ahmed TOUFIQ, Minister of Religious Endowments and Islamic Affairs of Morocco has been able to attend. He is accompanied by Prof. Mohammed YESSEF, Secretary General of the Moroccan Council of Theologians, together with all its board members, as well as Imams and morshidats, female religious counsellors. 

These representatives of the faith authorities in my country under the spiritual leadership of His Majesty King Mohamed VI, deserve high recognition for the pioneering work they are doing.  The religious landscape in Morocco is experiencing a number of reforms in keeping with today’s modern society.
I am happy to see them all here today; their presence in the United Kingdom is a historical premiere. 
Tomorrow they will attend a major ecumenical meeting at St. 
James's Palace, under the auspices of the Three Faith Forum. 

I would like to commend HE Minister TOUFIQ for actively supporting the MBS in its interfaith endeavours and programs with SACRED from the outset. 

My appreciation also goes to His Majesty’s Ambassador in London  HE Mr Belmahi and the Embassy’s staff for their full support for the MBS’s activities in the United Kingdom.

Your Eminences, My Lords, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to conclude by stating that our aim at the MBS could not have been better described than in the message by His Majesty to the SACRED exhibition:
“ … There has never been a greater need for the three revealed religions to join efforts and build on culture, art and the spiritual legacy we have in common to promote a spirit of tolerance, mutual understanding and coexistence…” 
Thank you for your attention. 
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